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"Cocoa," said Tony.
"Say, mister, I can't get that!"
"Cocoa," I said.
"Oh. Cocoa! Sure!"
Between my first and second visits to the United States, Wilson's
tragedy had happened and the American people by a great majority had
refused to enter the League of Nations. The Republican Party had
swept the country for a variety of reasons not all connected with the
policy and personality of Wilson. There was a general desire to get rid
of a government associated with all the restrictions, annoyances, petty
injustices, military controls, and a war fever which had left the nation
cynical and disillusioned. As a friend of mine said: "The question put
to the electors was not 'Are you in favour of the League of Nations?'
but 'Are you sick and tired of the present administration?' The answer
was 'By God, we are!' "
President Harding reigned in the place of Wilson.
4
PRESIDENT HARDING
In Washington I went to see my friend Lowell Mellett who was one of
the distinguished team of journalists in the capital. After preliminary
conversation he asked: "Is there anything I can do for you? Are there
any people you would like to see?"
"Certainly," I told him. "Is it possible to have a talk with one or two
of the big men? Senator Lodge, for instance."
"That's easy," he told me. "I'll put you through to a bunch of the big
boys. Anyone else? The President?"
I laughed. "I'm only here for one night. I can't expect to see the
President at a moment's notice."
"Why not? I'll fix it for you."
He did some rapid telephoning, at the end of which I had appoint-
ments with half a dozen Senators and the President of the United States.
I wondered how long it would take for a literary man to get appoint-
ments with half a dozen members of the House of Lords and the King.
"You're a miracle worker!" I told Mellett, but he thought I
exaggerated his powers.
I had some interesting conversation, mostly about the state of
Europe after the war and the attitude of the United States towards the
League of Nations, which was one of benevolent neutrality after their
repudiation of Wilson.
Then I was taken to see the President. There was already a whisper-